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Lucy	  Westlake,	  Age:	  13,	  Youngest	  female	  to	  climb	  the	  lower	  48	  state	  high	  

points,	  is	  on	  Mt.	  Denali	  making	  a	  bid	  for	  the	  record	  books.	  
Outdoors	  Empowered	  Network	  and	  the	  #DenaliforLucy	  climb	  campaign	  are	  raising	  funds	  to	  	  

get	  kids	  outdoors	  
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Mt. Denali, Denali National Park and Preserve- June 6, 2017    Lucy Westlake stands somewhere 
between 14,000 feet and the summit of Denali, the highest peak in North America, and on the brink of a 
world record.  But she began her high peaking quest at the age of seven when she and her family visited 
their home state’s high peak Black Mountain of Kentucky. Standing at the top of Black Mountain, Lucy 
and her family began to wonder where other state high points were located. They spent the drive home 
looking up and reading about state high points. Lucy and her family have always loved to explore new 
places. They lived in Queretaro, Mexico where Lucy attended first grade. That year, she climbed 
Mexico’s fourth highest peak, La Malinche, which instilled in her a love for mountain climbing at the 
early age of six. 
 
After returning to the US from Mexico, she begged her parents to let her run on her school’s cross country 
team.  The coaches allowed a first grader to run on the team and that year Lucy came in 23rd in the 
Kentucky State Elementary XC Championship Race. She is now a USA Track and Field XC All-
American.  Last year was her first competing in the USA Triathlon national youth elite series where she 
ended the season ranked third in the country for 13-year-old girls. She currently trains 3-4 hours a day in 
hopes of fulfilling her Olympic dreams one day in triathlon. 
 
Lucy’s state high peaking quest began on the top of Black Mountain in April 2011. For the past 
five years, Lucy’s family has planned their vacations around high peaking.  On July 22, 2016, at the age 
of 12 years-old, Lucy, with her dad in tow, became the youngest female to climb the lower 48 state high 
points.  Proud of this accomplishment, Lucy knew she was on track to reach her ultimate goal: to be the 
youngest female to climb all 50 state high points.  
 
To achieve this goal, she will have to climb one of the most difficult mountains in the world, Denali in 
Alaska. It will be a 21-day expedition entirely on snow to 20,310 feet.  Enter the story Zak Klein and 
Hannah Quimby, Outdoors Empowered Network ambassadors and #Highpointers with two peaks left, 
Alaska and Hawaii. After reading about Lucy online, Klein and Quimby called the Westlakes, and 
decided to climb together. But they wanted to raise funds for the expedition, and more importantly, get 
kids outdoors who wouldn’t otherwise get the chance. Outdoors Empowered Network was the perfect 
partner, working to empower communities around the US by providing training and outdoor gear to 
young people without. You can follow the story on Facebook @DenaliforLucy 
 
Lucy is on Denali right now with a scheduled summit attempt window next week.  She was last in contact 
with her support team via cell phone from 14,200 on June 7, 2017.   The team aims to ascend fixed ropes 
to reach advanced camp at 17,300 today.   
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ABOUT	  OUTDOORS	  EMPOWERED	  NETWORK	  
Outdoors	  Empowered	  Network	  (OEN)	  is	  a	  growing	  national	  network	  of	  Member	  Organizations	  that	  get	  youth	  
outdoors	  by	  providing	  youth	  workers	  with	  wilderness	  leadership	  training	  and	  access	  to	  free	  outdoor	  Gear	  Libraries.	  
Network	  Members	  are	  creating	  access	  to	  nature	  for	  tens	  of	  thousands	  of	  kids	  annually.	  The	  Network	  provides	  its	  
Members	  with	  backbone	  organizational	  support	  including	  an	  array	  of	  support	  services,	  a	  National	  Summit,	  and	  
gear	  for	  their	  lending	  libraries.	  www.outdoorsempowered.org	  	  



 
ADDITIONAL	  INFORMATION	  AND	  NEWS	  CLIPS	  ABOUT	  LUCY	  WESTLAKE:	  	  

 
Newspaper Article 
http://www.dailyherald.com/article/20160801/news/160809995/ 
 
 
Local TV Segment 
http://www.nctv17.com/climbing-to-the-top/ 
 
LUCY’S STATE HIGH PEAK CLIMBS 
Mountain State Date 
Black Mountain Kentucky 04-09-2011 
Charles Mound Illinois 06-03-2012 
Hawkeye Point Iowa 06-04-2012 
Mount Sunflower Kansas 06-04-2012 
Mount Elbert Colorado 06-06-2012 
Panorama Point Nebraska 06-07-2012 
Harney Peak South Dakota 06-09-2012 
White Butte North Dakota 06-10-2012 
Mount Arvon Michigan 08-19-2012 
Brasstown Bald Georgia 11-28-2012 
Clingmans Dome Tennessee 11-28-2012 
Sassafras Mountain South Carolina 11-29-2012 
Mount Rogers Virginia 12-03-2012 
Mount Mitchell North Carolina 12-03-2012 
Campbell Hill Ohio 03-03-2013 
Hoosier Hill Indiana 03-03-2013 
Backbone Mountain Maryland 03-04-2013 
Spruce Knob West Virginia 03-05-2013 
Mount Marcy New York 06-15-2013 
Mount Mansfield Vermont 06-16-2013 
Mount Greylock Massachusetts 06-16-2013 
Mount Frissell Connecticut 06-17-2013 
Mount Washington New Hampshire 06-18-2013 

Katahdin Maine 06-19-2013 
Jerimoth Hill Rhode Island 06-20-2013 
High Point New Jersey 06-20-2013 
Ebright Azimuth Delaware 06-21-2013 
Mount Davis Pennsylvia 06-23-2013 
Woodall Mountain Mississippi 02-05-2014 
Chetah Mountain Alabama 02-05-2014 
Britton Hill Florida 02-06-2014 
Driskill Mountain Louisiana 02-06-2014 
Guadalupe Peak Texas 03-03-2014 
Magazine Mountain Arkansas 03-04-2014 
Tatum Sauk Mountain Missouri 06-06-2014 
Black Mesa Oklahoma 06-07-2014 
Wheeler Peak New Mexico 06-09-2014 
Humphreys Peak Arizona 06-10-2014 
Boundary Peak Nevada 06-12-2014 
Mount Whitney California 06-14-2014 
Eagle Mountain Minnesota 12-18-2014 
Timms Hill Wisconsin 04-11-2015 
Mount Rainier Washington 06-14-2015 
Mount Hood Oregon 06-18-2015 
Mauna Kea Hawaii 02-09-2016 
Gannett Peak Wyoming 07-13-2016 
Granite Peak Montana 07-19-2016 
Borah Peak Idaho 07-21-2016 
Kings Peak Utah 07-22-2016 

	  


